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Background and Methodology 
�

‘E ‘Otua Mafimafi 

Ko ho mau ‘Eiki koé 

Ko koe falala’anga mo e ‘ofa ki 

Tonga 

‘Afio hifo ‘emau lotu 

‘A ia ‘oku mau faí ní 

‘O ke tali homau loto 

‘O malu’i ‘a Tupou.1 
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Oh God Almighty, 

You are indeed our God, 

Whom we shall trust and sure loves 

Tonga dearly,  

Hear our prayers given to you, 

Grant our earnest supplication  

Guard and save Tupou our King.
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Kofuto’onga: Ta’anga ma’a e ‘Ikale, 

Kolomotu’a 

Tapu mo e taloni ‘o e mo’onia 

He ‘aho ‘o Sisi-mata-e-la’� 

Si’i ta’ahine Hina Lei Tonga 

Ko ‘ete ‘elito’i maka koloa 

Fetapatapaki ‘a hono maama 

‘Asi huelo ‘i he ‘ekueta 

‘Iloa ‘I mamani ‘a ‘e ta sila 

‘Otua mo Tonga ko e tofi’a.7 
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Bundle of Fine Mats: Composition 

for the ‘Ikale, Kolomotu’a 

My respect to the throne of the 

mo’onia 

This day of Sisi-mata-e-la’� 

Dear maiden, the fair Hina Lei 

Tonga 

Essence of my precious stones 

The light of it glitters 

Shown in the rays in the equator 

Our seal is known by the world 

God and Tonga our inheritance.
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The Rationale of the 1875 Constitution 

�

‘Oku ai ha ki’i fonua 

‘Oku tu’u ‘i ‘oseni, 

Na’e ‘ikai ke ma’u ‘Otua, 

Na’e masiva he lelei 

Haleluia! 

Kuo monu’ia ‘eni 

He ne tu’u ai ‘a e lotu, 

Omi ‘a e kau faifekau, 

’O fanongo ‘e he motu, 

Ki he me’a ‘a e Tohitapu, 

‘O tafoki 

‘A e hou’eiki mo e Hau’.37 
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There’s this small island, 

Situated on the vast ocean, 

It didn’t worship any living God, 

Nor did it have any riches, 

Halleluiah! 

It has now been blessed. 

Christianity has made its way there, 

Missionaries have come ashore, 

The people have listened, 

To biblical teachings, 

And all were converted, 

Including the royalties and the King.
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“It is of the God of heaven and earth that I have been appointed to speak to you, he 

is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, he doeth whatsoever he pleaseth, he liftheh 

up one and putteth down another, he is righteous in all his works, we are all the 

work of his hands, and the sheep of his pasture, and his will towards us is that we 

should be happy…”.46 
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 “The King being the root of all government in the land, it is for him to 

appoint those who shall govern in this land. Whatever the King may wish done in 

his land, it is with him to command the assemblage of his Chiefs, to consult with 

him thereon. Whatever is written in these laws, no Chief is at liberty to act in 
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opposition, but to obey them together with his people. The King is the Chief Judge 

and anything the Judges may not be able to decide on, shall be referred to the 

King, and whatever his decision may be, it shall be final. Whatever the King deems 

proper, shall be done by the people for the King”.47 
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“All laws formerly printed in the code of laws of Tonga relating to serfdom are 

repealed, and the following is the law of Tonga instituted by the King and Chiefs in 

Tonga in the Parliament House on the fourth day of June, in the year of our Lord 

one thousand eight hundred and sixty two. All chiefs and people are to all intents 

and purposes set at liberty from serfdom and all vassalage from the institution of 

this law, shall not be lawful for any chief or person to seize or take by force, or beg 

authoritatively, in Tonga fashion anything from any one. Everyone has the entire 

control over everything that is his…49” 
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“You are called upon to meet and deliberate on the new work to be done by the 

Government, to pass the Constitution, and to govern the land and to have the law 

of this country in accordance with it. The form of our Government in the days past 

was that my rule was absolute and that my wish was law and that I chose who 

would belong to Parliament and that I could please myself to create chiefs and 

alter titles. But that, it appears to me, was a sign of darkness and now new era has 

come to Tonga –an era of light- it is my wish to grant a Constitution and to carry 

on my duties in accordance with it and those that come after me shall do the same 

and the Constitution shall be as a firm rock in Tonga forever”.61 

������������������������������������������������������������
/@�B������
��'�80�#@6#0�����	����������������������
��
��+
���'���0�//0�
J"�(�������'��0�#@6/0�+���+
������
��������
�K���
���������
����
�%�	�
�������4�����������'���0�$#0�
J#�(�������'��0�#@5!04�
��������
��	A��������������.�%���%���	������������8�����������������4����.�����
��%��C��0D'�.�%���%��
��������
�'���0�!@0��



�

30�
�

7������$���
��8
-��
���#56/'�
��
��� ����.��	������������
��)���%	
��������

��)	�����������
��������
��)��������������
�%����	�)�)�������
������������0�+���

��		� ��1�� 
�� ���� �
��������
��)��� ����� ��
	������ ��� +
����� ���� ��� *��	���� �
�� ����

��
	�%���������
���	����)�������Ko e Boobooi.62 �����E�
����+��
���������������

��
�������
������� ���� �
�%����� ����%��������� ���� %	
�����%����
���
��.��	�������

���������� ���� ���
������ �
	�� �	����� 
�� ���� �
��������
�� ��� ���� ������������
�� 
��

�
-�����������)�		����������
��%��
��
��+
���4���
-�����������
���
���
	����������
��

����1���
�������
������+
�������
�
����
���
��������������%���-�����KA�

“…and now, here is the Constitution of Tonga, written on parchment, to be kept in 

the Parliament of Tonga, a document to commemorate and to testify to the work 

that we are doing today. This day I have added my name to it and so it becomes 

Law of Tonga. May you and your descendants, you the people of Tonga be blessed 

now and forever while you follow the Constitution.  May the day never dawn for 

Tonga when someone, or anyone, will alter the basic principles of the Constitution. 

Let it become the foundation stone of our country for ever…May each of you 

inscribe in your hearts…Tonga for the Tongans”.63 
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“These are the high ranking chiefs appointed as the Noble’s representatives to the 

Legislative Assembly and so as their successors in accordance with the 

Constitution…”81 

Representing Tongatabu were: 

#0� +�����

!0� 8����

I0� ��4����

$0� (�-����

/0� �����	��

J0� ����

60� �����

50� +��-����
�

@0� &���������

Representing Haabai wereK�

#0� +��
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I0� ��	�

�

$0� <�-���

/0� +�����������

Representing Vava’u were: 
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Representing Niuafo’ou was: 
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Representing Niua Tobutabu was: 
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Minor Changes and the Call for Constitutional and Political Reform 

�

Pasifiki pe’i mou tisimisi,  

Tuku p� ki he to’a malekini, 

Ke ne fakasi’isi’i e taimi kau ki he 

sivi, 

Poto na’e h� he kilukilua, 

Ne paasi A he ta’u ‘e ua, 

Tolu ta’u p� kuo ne ikuna e lao ‘o 

natula, 

 He’ikai ngata si’eku viki’, 

Me’a atu ki si’ono faka’osi, 

‘Ilo ‘i he ‘�tolopolos�, 

Oukeisifoti ‘i he ‘Univ�siti.89 
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For the Pacific islanders to be all 

dismissed, 

Let alone the mightiest of them all, 

To lessen the duration of the course, 

Intelligence appeared on the 

wonders, 

He passed with A’s in just two years, 

He achieved the Law of Nature in 

just three years, 

I would praise him endlessly, 

Went back to complete his degree, 

In the field of Anthropology, 

In the University of Oxford.
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20. It shall not be lawful to enact any retrospective laws.103 
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20. It shall not be lawful to enact any retrospective laws in so far as they may 

crucial or take away or affect privileges existing at the time of the passing of such 

law.105 
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“As long ago as 1975 I put up specific proposals to his Majesty for Constitutional 

change, designed to give people a greater voice in the course of their affairs. It was 

debated in Cabinet in 12 separate meetings, deferred time after time and eventually 

dropped… It aimed to change to a fully elected system over a period of time not 

less than nine and not more than fifteen years in a three faced development 

program…”186  
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“I firmly believe that the people of this country should be proud of the age of the 

Constitution, as it seems that the Constitution was made with the objective of 

ensuring that the King, the Chiefs and the people work together harmoniously in 

developing the country. Unlike other Constitution where only a few or certain 

party holds the power, this Constitution was set up to associate at all times the 

Honourable Ministers who assist the King in dealing with official matters together 

������������������������������������������������������������
#@J��
����'�(0�#@6I0��(�����4�������4'����
��%	���
��+
���'��������@'���0�!0�



�

73�
�

with the Honourable Nobles and the representatives of the people a kind of 

administration when adopted in overseas Nations which is generally known as a 

‘National Government’. The objective then is to create a Government in which all 

classes of Society is represented”197 
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The route towards 2010 Constitutional and Political Reform

�

“Tau’ataina ne foaki ‘e he Tu’i ‘i 

Mala’e Kula, 

Tongá ‘oku totonu ke faka-

mahu’inga’i si’i ‘ofa, 

Si’i ‘aho ‘o e, ‘aho ‘o e tukuange, 

fiefia mo e mavava ki he Tu’i Tonga, 

tue tue tuee”206 
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“Freedom being granted by the King 

at the Mala’e Kula, 

Tonga you should appreciate this 

kind-heartedness, 

That was the day, the day of freedom, 

King of Tonga to be praised and 

applauded, 

Hip hip hooray” 
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“Political reforms in Tonga are inevitable but reforms must be managed properly 

to avoid disastrous consequences. These reforms must be undertaken at a pace, 

direction and extent which we Tongans, as a united and forward looking nation, 

can manage properly in the overall long term interest of our beloved 

nation...Change is a fact of life and thus political changes are inevitable and must 

be discussed thoroughly by both the public and the government...”282 
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“There is wide spread rejoicing in the Realm at the completion of the first stage of 

our new democratic reforms which we may credit to the legacy of the previous 

government and Parliament who, without a single voice of dissent, enacted these 

historic reforms. The essence of these reforms is that the power to propose and to 

enact future reforms is firmly vested in the parliament so that we might make small 

adjustments often as opposed to sudden changes of great magnitude after long 

periods of inactivity”351 
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Analysis and Summary 

 

‘Eiki, ‘ai ke fuoloa, 

‘Ange mo ha ngaahi ta’u, 

Taufetuku ha koloa, 

Tauhi, tauhi homau Hau, 

‘E Sihova, ‘e Sihova, 

Me’a mai ‘emau punou, 

Ke ke tali ‘emau lotu, 

‘O malu’i ‘a Tupou.383 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
������������������������������������������������������������
��*1����'� *���#���8�"��1$��	*)#�*��'�
����$�'�#� *��>��$#�*�$��� *��D�1$��
�$�&�1��'�����$7��
I5I������
�������#@@6'�<�����

��
������&����
>��	���������%��
��+
���'���0�I@"0��

Lord, elongate his rule, 

Provide him with many years, 

With great abundance of wealth, 

Protect, protect our King, 

Jehovah, O Jehovah 

Hear our prayers given to you, 

Grant our earnest supplication 

Guard and save Tupou our King 
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